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More trolley orders in Italy for Van Hool and Vossloh 
Kiepe. 
 
VAN HOOL and Vossloh Kiepe regularly work together to build and equip 
trolleybuses.  
 
Milan closed a general contract with VAN HOOL and Vossloh Kiepe for delivery of 
50 to 90 trolleybuses. This is the largest order for trolleybuses in Italy over the last 
10 years. The first batch of 30 buses of this new fleet was launched in Milan on April 
3rd 2009. The national press was unanimously complimentary on the advantages 
offered by these vehicles and their environment-friendliness. This batch replaces 25 
old trolleybuses. With their dark green colour and modern look, they are 
emphatically present in the streets of this North-Italian metropolis. 
    
After Lecce, Genoa and Milan, the uninterrupted series of Italian trolleybus orders is 
extended by Rimini (5 buses), Avellino (11 buses) and Bari (3 buses). 
 
 

 
 
Trolleybuses are a frequently chosen option when a city decides to go for zero emission 
public transportation. The trolleybus is clearly popular again in Italy.  
 
This first batch of 30 articulated trolley buses of 18 m long have been running in the 
Milanese streets since April 3rd. 



The contract spans over a three years period. All these vehicles will be equipped with 
ultracaps, i.e. performant capacitors that can quickly accumulate and release energy for 
traction. This system allows to quickly stock and release the recuperated brake energy to 
save on general energy consumption.   
 
These trolleybuses follow suit with the new tendency in the field of environment-friendly 
drive: electric traction (700 V from the mains network), or diesel-electric drive when 
necessary due to traffic situations or road diversions) and always with recuperation of the 
braking energy. 
 
All trolley buses built by Van Hool and Vossloh Kiepe are state-of-the-art low-floor buses 
with an access ramp at the central door and plenty of space for wheelchairs and prams. 
 
Rimini ordered 5 articulated trolleybuses in the same version as Genoa. The buses will be 
delivered in 2009. 
 
Bari and Avellino ordered 12 low-floor trolleybuses. 
 
Van Hool and Vossloh Kiepe belong to the top manufacturers engaged in high-quality 
environment-friendly technology for city buses. 
 
 
Van Hool is an independant Belgian constructor of buses, coaches and industrial vehicles. 
For many years now, Van Hool sets the tone with its developments of environment-friendly 
low-floor buses. Gas buses, hybrid diesel-electric versions, hybrid fuel-cell buses as well 
as these trolley buses are important steps toward zero emission and low-noise high-quality 
public transportation. 
 
Vossloh Kiepe is one of the world's leading specialists in the field of complete equipment 
for trolleybuses. Electrical traction systems from Vossloh Kiepe for zero emission urban 
traffic offer highest reliability and make a considerable contribution to an environmental 
friendly public transport. For more than 60 years they are developing and improving zero 
emission and low-noise traction technology. 
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